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DISCUSSION GROUPS AND WORLD UNDERSTANDING 


Helen Huguenor Lyman 
Head, Adult Education Dept., Buffalo Public Library 


The discussion group is a basic method of learning. That the dis- 
cussion group may be an effective means of promoting understanding, I 
think, may be agreed upon readily and proved fairly easily. That there 
are limitations is obvious. That the discussion group may be a means of 
promoting international understanding is a broad statement filled with 
more hope than fact. The achievement of such an objective, although ad- 
mittedly difficult and unknown, should be thought of as a challenge, 
rather than an insurmountable obstacle. 


It does seem certain that members of a group seriously interested 
may gain new facts and information and new slants which may broaden their 
understanding of the peoples of the world and world affairs. Groups need 
to have series of meetings with a planned program having continuity, back- 
ground material and current events. For example, a series on The Far East, 
The United States and World Affairs, The United Nations, or, critical 
areas of the world. Subjects are infinite. 


The book-stimmlated discussion may be used, I feel, most pertinently 
by librarians. The materials are there but need to be made more meaning- 
ful to readers. A book that can be used advantageously and effectively 
is Ruth Benedict's Patterns of culture. It is written simply and pre- 
cisely, yet so filled with facts and ideas that it is not easy reading. 

The pamphlet, Races of mankind, may be used depending on the type of 
readers to be reached. 


Patterns of culture may seem remote from our objective of promoting 
international understanding. Actually, I think, it strikes close to the 
essence of the problem -- attitudes. By the seemingly roundabout way of 
the anthropologist's search into ancient peoples and their cultures, the 
reader comes to look upon not only the Zuni, the Dobu, the Kwakiutl, but 
also his own culture and culture patterns; and, continuing the line of 
thought, considers race relations. Different values of differing peoples 
stimulate the group and the individual members to scrutinize and re- 
appraise modern values. Perhaps it is well to understand first what 
Gunnar Myrdal is saying in An American dilemma, (available also either 
in the condensation, or the pamphlet with the title, The Nesro in America ¥ 
or, the choices Huck Finn makes in Mark Twain's classic before trying to 
understand Gandhi's autobiographies or Alan Paton's heartrending Cry, the 
beloved country.W One acquires international understanding along with 
local and national. Local problems must be solved today in light of 
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national and international viewpoints. William Faullmer's and James 
Farrell's novels and stories may be used similarly. 


Ernest Cassirer's brilliant study, The myth of the state, provides 
inexhaustible material for discussion in its stimulation of thinking on 
the historical tradition, tracing the threads of our culture to the past, 
Plato, Aquinas, the Stoics, Rousseau, Marx. This book is an excellent 
correlative to the reading of the first-year Great Books course in which 
many, even all, the readings relate to state and government. The Federal- 
ist Paper No. XV should be read with Cord Meyer's Peace or anarchyY Erich 
Fromm's Escape from freedom and Man for himself are of interest to the 
modern reader. Arthur Koestler's Darkness at noon and James Joyce's Por- 
trait of the artist as a young man, through the eyes of the creative 
artist, pose modern man's dilemmas. The horror of George Orwell's 1984 y 
supplies a shock to set the most passive thinking. 


The discussion group provides, I think, direct experience in demo- 
cratic beliefs and methods. It is a frame in which the individual, differ- 
ing and different, comes together with others, to say what he thinks, to 
listen to others, to be stimulated to know more -- to read, learn, dis- 
agree and agree. Often there are hostility and resentment. Literally, 
men and women sit next to and talk with persons of varying ages and back- 
grounds, having different occupations, races, creeds, political parties, 
religious faiths. The same persons would be avoided, and frequently are, 
in the community. Gradually old prejudices may fail, new ideas and atti- 
tudes ferment. 


In the discussion group men and women may learn new facts and ac- 
quire knowledge important for forming decisions and learning how to work 
together. It is one way of gaining understanding, new insights and skills. 
Man looks no longer through the small end of the telescope at faraway ro- 
mantic scenes. Korea, Iran are small, very close, critical spots com- 
pounded of war, death, politics, economy and ideologies. 


Citizenship in the modern world is incomplete and frustrating. The 
citizen finds it difficult to know even a little about the complex prob- 
lems facing him, to recognize what he is facing or, knowing the problem, 
what solution or decision is best. As a citizen of a democratic country, 
he is called upon to make decisions that affect not only himself but the 
whole world. Such current books as the following provide information and 
may stimulate groups to thinking: My mission in Israel by J. G. McDonald, 
Peace can be won by Paul G. Hoffman, Estes Kefauver's Crime in America, 
This happened in Pasadena by David Hulburd, Barbara Ward's Policy for the 


West, Sumner Welles' Seven decisions that shaped history, American diplo— 
macy, by George F. Kennan. 


Surely the librarian has the world at his fingertips in the boundless 
realm of books. An important job is to make them meaningful to readers 
and to their lives. 
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Suggested by Florence Boochever, Book Information Section 


Recommendations: ‘“ef #iset interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Berger, Meyer. The story of the New York times, 1851-1951. Simon 

& Schuster. $5. 

Absorbing centennial history of an amazing institution — its 

editors, content, policies and business principles. Photographs 

and reproductions of important first pages. Appendixes, oa a 
071.47 


Biancolli, L.L., ed. The analytical concert guide. Doubleday. $7.50. 
This rich and careful selection of program notes on European music 
"should be helpful to the average concertgoer unable to follow a 

score and useful to both the trained concertgoer and the music 

student in analyting’a score." Index. 780.7 
“Opera for the people, by Herbert Graf (Univ. of Minnesota Press. $5. 

782) is a lively, informed discussion of opera production by the ~- 
stage director, Metropolitan Opera, who suggests practical methods 

for making opera part of the American community. Photographs, dia- 
grams, musical notations. Notes, index. 


Bowen, Elizabeth. The Shelbourne Hotel. Knopf. $4. 

Gracefully traces the history of the internationally known Dublin 
hotel since its beginning in 1824, relating it and the city's changes 
to the whole of Ireland. Photographs. 647.94 


Bunin, I.A. Memories and portraits; tr. by Vera Traill and Robin 
Chancellor. Doubleday. $3. 

Pre-Revolutionary Russia and its great figures such as Tolstoy, 
Chekhov and Chaliapin are sensitively remembered by the distinguished 
exile, winner of the Nobel prize for literature in 1933. B or 92 


Burgess, Perry. Born of those years; an autobiography. Holt. $4. 

The president of the Leonard Wood Memorial recalls his crowded years, 
mainly devoted to unselfish work for the victims of leprosy. Photo- 
graphs. Index. B or 92 


Canham, E.D. & others. Awakening: the world at mid-century. Iong- 
mans. $2.75. 
An illuminating consideration of many phases of modern living by the 
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editor and staff members of The Christian Science Monitor who stress 
the need to fight materialism and preserve freedom. 309.1 


Ceram, C.W., pseud. (K.W. Marek). Gods, graves, & scholars; the 
story of archaeology; tr. from the German by E.B. Garside. Knopf. 
$5.75. 

Factual, skilfully popularized record of an adventurous science. 
Maps, illustrations. Chronological tables, bibliography, index. 913 


*Churchill, W.L.S. The second World War. v.5. Closing the ring. 
Houghton. $6. 
Covers the Italian campaign and the supreme climax of planned inva- 
sion in 1944. Maps, diagrams. Appendixes, index. 940.5 


De La Mare, W.J. Winged chariot, and other poems. Viking. $3.50. 
A new, long poem on time and short lyrics, written over many years 
but not previously published in book form, make up a delightful vol- 
ume. Index of titles and first lines. 821.91 


“Douglas, W.0. Strange lands and friendly people. Harper. $4. 
Spending most of his time "with the common people...rather than with 
officialdom," Justice Douglas records with warmth and realism his im- 
pressions of Greece, Persia, Arabia, Israel and India. Map on end 
papers, photographs. Index. 915 


Edmonds, W.D. They fought with what they had. (Atlantic Monthly 
Press bk) Little. $5. 

An important, factual "story of the Army Air Forces in the Southwest 
Pacific, 1941-1942," based on interviews, personal and squadron dia- 
ries, books and letters. First in a two-volume work. Map on end papers 
and other sketch maps. Appendix, notes, list of sources, index. 940.5 


*Elmquist, R.M., ed. Fifty years of Christmas. Rinehart. $3. 
Drawn from the 1901-1950 issues of the Christian Herald, this is a 
well-rounded anthology of stories, poems and short pieces. 394 


Everitt, C.P. The adventures of a treasure hunter; a rare bookman 
in search of American history. Little. $3.75. 

The late famous dealer in Americana zestfully relates his exciting 
adventures with old books. Portrait frontispiece. 010 


*Fenichell, S.S. & Andrews, Phillip. The United Nations; blueprint 
for peace. Winston. $2. 

Primer-like presentation of the organization, aims and accomplish- 
ments of the United Nations, with many clear photographs, charts and 
drawings. Index. 341.13 


Fischer, John. Master plan U.S.A. Harper. $3. 

An experienced journalist and editor presents a forthright, “informal 
report on what is happening to American foreign policy -- on the men 
who handle it, the way their plans are moving, and their chances for 


success, " Pye 202 
In American diplomacy, 1900-1950, by G.F. Kennan (Univ. of Chicago 
Press. $2.75. 327.73), the former director of the Policy Planning 
Staff, State Department, astutely and provocatively examines the 
course of U.S. diplomatic activity in the past half century. 
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Flanagan, G.A. How to understand modern art. Studio-Crowell. $5.50. 
Interesting, nontechnical explanation of modern art and of the work 
of its exponents from Cezanne and Van Gogh to Picasso and Dada. Photo- 
graphs of paintings, diagrams. Bibliography, index. 759.9 
In The painter's eye, by M.R. Grosser (Rinehart. $3; text ed. $2.35. 
751), a well-known artist offers a fascinating collection of contro- 
versial essays on many phases of painting. Illustrations. Index. 

How to paint better by Paul Hartley (Harper. $3. 751.41) is an at- 
tractive, readable volume "for those who now paint pictures -—- either 
for fun or livelihood; for art students, art lovers, and those who 
would view art through the eyes of the artist." (Subtitle). Illustra- 
tions, diagrams. Index. 


Flesch, R.F. The art of clear thinking. Harper. $2.75. 

Assembles "certain known facts about the human mind" in a thought- 
provoking little book, sparkling with illustrative examples. Reading 
list, measuring gauge, notes and index. 153 


Forster, E.M. Two cheers for democracy. Harcourt. $4. 

A collection of essays, articles, broadcasts etc., reflecting a dis- 
tinguished English writer's wise, civilized views of life and litera- 
ture. 824.91 


PR *Gibbings, Robert. Sweet Cork of thee. Dutton. $4.50. 

EH Filled with legends and nature lore and enhanced by exquisite en- 
gravings, this is a beautifully written description of letsurely 
wanderings through County Cork, continuing Lovely is the Lee. 914.19 


PR Hobart, J.H. Quaker by convincement. McKay. $3. 

H In a re-examination of basic Quaker concepts, the author, born to the 
faith, describes how he came to believe in the "reality of the spirit- 
val world" and to attain "Essential Quakerism." 289 


PR “Jones, Thomas. Lloyd George. Harvard Univ. Press. $5. 

EH Ably traces the turbulent career of Britain's dynamic Prime Minister 
in World War I, presenting an unbiased estimate of the Liberal Welsh 
leader in peace and war. Map, photographs. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Kazin, Alfred. A walker in the city. Harcourt. $3. 

Impressionistic evocation of the writer's bookish boyhood in the Jew- 
ish immigrant section of east Brooklyn. Excerpts have appeared in 
Commentary and The New Yorker. Drawings. 818.5 


Langner, Lawrence. The magic curtain. Dutton. $6.60. 

Exciting, full-bodied volume about the noted patent attorney and 
founder of the Theatre Guild and leading personalities in the worlds 
of art and science. Numerous photographs. Appendixes, index. 792 


Lerner, Daniel, ed. Propaganda in war and crisis. Stewart. $4.75. 
A unique collection of writings by 24 authoritative contributors, 
selected to clarify "some key problems that confront American policy 
in the present time of high tension." Index. 301.15 


*Lerrigo, C.H. The better half of your life; how to live in health 
and happiness from forty to ninety. Day. $3.50. 
Sensible, wholesome treatise on everyday phases of growing old by a 
practicing physician now in his 80th year. Index. 618.97 
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Lorant, Stefan. The presidency; a pictorial history of presidential 
elections from Washington to Truman. Macmillan. $15. 

Portraits, cartoons and other pictures plus explanatory text make 
this a good investment as a permanent record of U.S. executive elec- 
tions from 1789 through 1948. Some material appeared in Look. 973 


lum, Peter. Fabulous beasts. Pantheon. $3.75. 

Fact and legend about real and unreal animals are artfully blended 
by a student of Eastern and Western folklore. Illustrations in char- 
acter. Bibliography, index. 398.4 


"McCracken, R.J. Questions people ask. Harper. $2.50. 

The pastor of the Riverside Church in New York City answers basic 
inquiries in these "life-situation" sermons which apply Christian 
insights to contemporary moral and religious difficulties. 252 


McGinley, Phyllis. A short walk from the station. Viking. $2.75. 
Gay verses about Suburbia, about children and the everyday. Reprinted 
from magazines. Humorous drawings. 811.5 


“McIlvaine, Mrs J.S. It happens every Thursday. Macrae Smith. $3. 
How an ex-naval officer and his spirited wife make a successful 
country weekly of a defunct Pennsylvania newspaper is told with 
lighthearted disregard for the difficulties entailed. B or 92 


“Michener, J.A. The voice of Asia. Random House. $3.50. 
Through interviews with "ordinary people," the author sympathetically 
and candidly conveys what are the crucial problems of 11 Asiatic 
countries, urging cooperation and understanding by informed Americans. 
Map on end papers. No index. 915 


*Perry, R.B. The citizen decides; a guide to responsible thinking in 
time of crisis. Indiana Univ. Press. $3. 
Stimulating volume designed to help the average person sift the con- 
flicting opinions spread through "mass media" and think clearly on 
some of the controversial issues of today. Notes. 320 


Schoonover, S.E. American woods. Watling. $7.50. 

Handsome book on "the more interesting and outstanding characteris- 
tics of a selected list of American trees...with particular emphasis 
on the use of wood in the home workshop." Photographs, some in natural 
color. Selected references, index. 634.98 


Stasheff, Edward, & Bretz, Rudy. The television program; its writing, 
direction, and production. Wyn. $4.95. 

A valuable and attractive manual on the techniques, mechanics and 
facilities of television with sample scripts and procedures in 
marketing. Photographs, diagrams. Glossary, index. 791.4 


YP “Teale, E.W. North with the spring. Dodd. $5. 
RH Scientific accuracy, good writing and fine photographs combined in 
"a naturalist's record of a 17,000-mile journey with the North 
American spring." (Subtitle) Index. 574.973 
YP Union bay; the life of a city marsh, by H.W. Higman and E.J. Larrison 
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(Univ. of Washington Press. $4. 591.97) vividly describes the wild- 
life and plants in a Seattle marsh. Drawings. 
How to know the American mammals, by I. T. Sanderson (Little. $2.50. 


599) is a valuable field guide for practical identification with il- 
lustrations in color and black and white. Index. 


“Villiers, A.J. The quest of the schooner Argus; a voyage to the 
Banks and Greenland. Scribner. $3.75. 

Stirring, graphic chronicle of a six-months voyage with a Portuguese 
codfishing fleet in 1950, detailing the hazardous work of the heroic 
dorymen. Map on end papers, photographs. Appendixes, index. 639.27 


*“Vrooman, J.J. Forts and firesides of the Mohawk country. Baronet 
Litho Co. $6. 

Companion volume to Clarissa Putnam of Tribes Hill, this authentic 
account of historic buildings, homes, churches and forts in the 
Mohawk Valley is enhanced by 69 excellent full-page photographs 

and decorations. Newly revised edition of limited printingséf 

1943. Index. 974. 74 


Wilson, Margery. You're as young as you act; a manual of movement, 
moods and mannerisms. Lippincott. $3.95. 

Practical suggestions for gracious living popularly presented by 
the knowing founder of the Institute of Charm. Photographs. 646.7 


Yim, Louise. My forty year fight for Korea. Wyn. $3.50. 

South Korea's official delegate to the United Nations tells the moving, 
unaffected story of her persistent fight for an education and her 
country's independence. 951.9 


Fiction 


Atkinson, Mrs D.A.T. The twin cousins. Bobbs-Merrill. $3. 
In a frank, lively tale of early days in the Catskills, a young cou- 
ple set up an inn in partnership with their cousins. 


Eaubonne, Francoise d'. A flight of falcons; tr. from the French by 
Naomi Walford. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 

Vivid, picaresque 17th century chronicle of four oddly assorted men 
who travel the world together and establish a kingdom in India. 


Farrell, M.J., pseud. (Mrs M.L. Skrine) The enchanting witch. Crow- 
ell. $3. 

From her castle on the Irish coast, domineering Angel rules her little 
world completely until her adored son returns from the war with his 
American fiancee and the battle of wits is amusingly related. 


Heard, Gerald. The black fox. Harper. $3. 

Set in an English cathedral town in the 1870s, this is an erudite, 
macabre tale of vengeful murder and the disastrous effect of super- 
natural dealings. 


Idell, AE. -Stephen Hayne. Sloane. $3.50. 

Finding his Pennsylvania farm impoverished after the Civil War, 
proud, ambitious Stephen makes and loses a fortune in socially rest- 
less Philadelphia, as this engrossing, full-length story depicts the 
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rise of the railroad barons and bitter conflict between the Dutch 
and Irish. 


YP “Jackson, J.H. The Christmas flower. Harcourt. $1. 
RH Charming vignette, telling the Mexican legend of the miracle wrought 


an by small Indian Pablo's lowly gift of poinsettia leaves to the Christ- 


Y 


mas manger in the village church. Illustrations by Tom Lea. 


Lagerkvist, P.F. Barabbas; tr. by Alan Blair. Random House. $3. 
This year's Nobel award for literature is the simply told, symbolic 
story of the thief whose place Jesus took on the cross and his trou- 
bled search for understanding. 


Mitford, Mrs Nancy. The blessing. Random House. $3. 

A lovely, inexperienced English girl marries a sophisticated French 
nobleman and this crisp, entertaining satire tells how her intro- 
duction to continental society is complicated by their precocious 
son, "the blessing." 


Morgan, Charles. A breeze of morning. Macmillan. $3.50. 

Across the years the narrator of this delicately spun novel sees him- 
self, a serious Latin student of 14, as witness and victim of the 
spell cast by the bewitching daughter of the Manor, who affects, for 
a time, his sister's and cousin's true love for each other. 


YP *Roy, Gabrielle. Where nests the water hen; tr. from the French by 

RH 4H.L.Binsse. Harcourt. $3. 
Mama Tousignant, with her enormous brood and her "shy taste for learn- 
ing," is the central character in these simple, flavorful sketches of 
remote Manitoba. 


YP *Stevenson, Mrs D.E. Shoulder the sky; a story of winter in the hills. 
RH Rinehart. $2.75. 
How artistic, London-bred Rhoda of Vittoria Cottage and Music in the 
hills, makes a happy adjustment to marriage and farm life in the 
Scottish hill country is pleasantly told in this light comedy. 


YP *Thirkell, Mrs A.M. The Duke's daughter. Knopf. $3.50. 
RH Further affairs of the delightful Barsetshire clan, including four 
romances, deftly related in an engaging satire on postwar society. 


PR Van Every, Dale. The captive witch. Messner. $3.50. 
Dramatic pioneer novel centered in a daring fighter with Clark in his 
Kentucky campaign against the Indians, who makes the difficult choice 


between a capable, young widow and a strange, wild, white girl, brought 
up as an Indian. 


Mysteries and Science Fiction 


PRH “Benson, Benjamin. Beware the pale horse. Mill. $2.50. 

PR Best science fiction stories: 1951; ed. by E.F. Bleiler and T.E, 
Dikty. Fell. $2.95. 

PRH Gardner, E.S. The case of the angry mourner. Morrow. $2.50. 

PRH Lambert, Blisabeth. The sleeping house party. Coward-McCann. $2.75. 
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*Lockridge, Richard & Lockridge, F.L.D. (Mrs Richard Lockridge). A 
client is canceled. Lippincott. $2.50. 
*“Lorac, E.C.R., pseud. (E.C. Rivett). I could murder her. (Crime 
club) Doubleday. $2.50. 
“Meredith, D.W. The Christmas card murders. Knopf. $2.50. 

Merwin, Samuel, jr. The house of many worlds. Doubleday. $2.75. 
“Murray, Max. Good luck to the corpse. Farrar. $2.50. 

Pratt, Fletcher. Double in space; two novels. Doubleday. $2.75. 
Starnes, Richard. The other body in Grant's tomb. Lippincott, $2.50. 
Tucker, Wilson. The city in the sea. Rinehart. $2.50. 
*“Upfield, A.W. The new shoe. (Crime club) Doubleday. $2,50. 


Juveniles 


Balet, Jan. What makes an orchestra; illus. by the author. Oxford Univ. 
Press. $2.50. (9-12) 

Best, Herbert. Not without danger; a story of the colony of Jamaica in 
Revolutionary days; illus. by Erick Berry. Viking. $2.50. (Older.boys and girls) 
Brown, M.W. The summer noisy book; illus. by Leonard Weisgard. Harper. 

$1.75. (Under 9) 
Daugherty, Mrs S.V. Ten brave men, makers of the American way; illus. by 
James Daugherty. Lippincott. $2.75. (9-12) 

Fatio, Mrs Louise. Anna the horse; illus. by Roger Duvoisin. Aladdin. 

$1.75; lib. ed. $2.25. (Under 9) 
Freuchen, Pipaluk. Eskimo boy; tr. from the Danish; illus. by Ingrid 

Vang Nyman. lIothrop. $2. (9-12) 

Garrett, Helen. Polly Roughhouse; illus. by M.S. Hall. Viking. $2. (912) 
Greener, Leslie. Moon ahead; illus. by William Pene du Bois. Viking. 

$2.50. (Older boys and girls) 
Harris, Isobel. Frosty snow; illus. by Leslie Lane and Anne Robertson. 

Holt. $2. (Under 9) 

Henry, Marguerite. Album of horses; illus. by Wesley Dennis. Rand 
McNally, $2.95. (Older boys and girls) 
Hunt, M.L. The 69th grandchild; illus. by Elinore Blaisdell. Lippincott. 
$1.75. (9-12) 

-— Johnson, Enid. The right job for Judith. Messner. $2.50. (Older boys and girls) 
Judson, Mrs C.I. George Washington, leader of the people; illus. by Robert 
Frankenberg. Wilcox & Follett. $3.50. (9~12) 

Meyer, J.S. Picture book of radio and television, and how they work; illus. 
by Richard Floethe. Lothrop. $2. (9-12) 
Murray, M.F. Skygirl; a career handbook for the airline stewardess. Duell. 
$3. (Older boys and girls) 
~ Scoggin, M.C., ed. The edge of danger; true stories of adventure. Knopf. 

; (Older boys and girls) 

Slobodkin, Lovis. Our friendly friends; illus. by the author. po ge $2. 
Under 9 

Vv Stewart, A.B. Enter David Garrick; illus. by Ernest H. Shepard. Lippincott. 
$3. (Older boys and girls) 
Taylor, Mrs Sydney. All-of~a-kind family; illus. by Helen John. Wilcox & 
Follett. $2.75. (9-12) 
Tresselt, A.R. Autumn harvest; illus. by Roger Duvoisin. Lothrop. $2. (Under 9) 
Turner, Mina. Town meeting means me; illus. by Lloyd Coe. Houghton. $1.50. (9-12) 
Williamson, Margaret. The first book of birds; illus. by the author. Watts. 
$1.75. (Under 9) 
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Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING 
Building roads to peace; exchange of people between the United States 
and other countries. Department of State. Washington, D.C. 
1950. 7lp. free 


Everstadt, Ferdinand. A balance of power for peace. World affairs 
Council. Seattle, Washington. Oct. 16, 1950. 15p. 


Geiger, Theodore and Cleveland, H.V. Making Western Europe defensible; 
an appraisal of the effectiveness of United States policy in Western 
Europe. Planning pamphlet no. 47. National Planning Association. 
800 2lst Street, N.W. Washington 6, D.C. Ang. 1951. 85p. $1. 


Lilienthal, A.M. Which way to world government? Headline series 
no. 83. Foreign Policy Association, Inc. 22 East 38th St., New York 
16. Sept. 20, 1950. 62p. 35¢. 


Point four; cooperative program for aid in the development of econom- 
ically underdeveloped areas. Department of State pub. 3719. 
Economic cooperation series 24, Supt. of Documents. U.S. Govern- 
ment Printing Office. Washington 25, D.C. Jan. 1950. 167p. 4O¢. 


Propaganda: battle for men's minds. Platform. Newsweek. Club & Educa- 
tional Bureaus. 152 W. 42d St., New York 18. Oct. 1951. 22p. 25¢. 


Steps to peace; a Quaker view of U.S. foreign policy. American Friends 
Service Committee. 53 Broadway, New York 6, 1951. 64p. 25¢. 


United States policy in the Korean conflict, July 1950-February 1951. 
U.S. Dept. of State publication 4263. Far Eastern series 44 
Supt. of Documents, U.S. Government Printing Office. Washington 25, 
D.C. Sept. 1951. 52p. 20¢. 


What do Europeans think of American foreign policy? Including The chang- 
ing world by E. H. Carr. Round Table no. 693. University of Chicago. 
Chicago 37, Ill. July 8, 1951. 17p. 10¢. 


What are other nations saying about us? Reviewing Stand, vol. 17, no. 1. 
Northwestern University. Evanston, Ill. Aug. 5, 1951. llp. 10¢. 
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RECENT RELIGIOUS BOOKS 


Compiled by Gladys A. Gould 
Binghamton Public Library 


Bach, M.L. Faith and my friends. Bobbs-Merrill. 1951. $3. 

"The author presents the religious experiences of six of his friends, 
each of whom was a convert to a different type of faith. There is a 
Trappist, a Vidantist, a Hetterite, a Penitente, a Swedenborgian and 
a Mormon." Wil. Lib. Bul. 289 


Baker, Mrs Gladys. I had to know. Appleton-Century-Crofts. 1951. $3. 
"The inspiring life story of a famous foreign correspondent and her 
quest for a faith to live by. Throughout a life filled with excitement, 
glamor, and success, Gladys Baker never lost sight of her spiritual 
quest... At last she found what she was seeking in Catholicism. She has, 
in this account, captured the spirit of Catholicism and the personality 
of the man who converted her, Monsignor Fulton J. Sheen, one of the great 
religious leaders of her time." 248 


Baldwin, Faith. The whole armor. Rinehart. 1951. $3. 

"A novel about a young Presbyterian minister in a Manhattan church. 
Paul Lennox has most of the outward marks of success, but he has an 
inner sense of failure. After a bout with polio he finally realizes 
where his weakness lies." Fiction, 


Blackwood, Mrs C.P. The pastor's wife. Westminster Press. 1951. $2.50. 
"A pastor's wife gives her opinion of desirable personal qualities for 
the woman following this vocation. Reinforced by answers to a question- 
naire, which she addressed to lay women and wives of ministers, the 
author suggests solutions to typical problems. Friendly, practical ad- 
vice with good, brief bibliographies for further reading." Booklist. 


253 


Blythe, LeGette. A tear for Judas. Bobbs-Merrill. 1951. $3. 

"A novel of the time of Christ, presenting a full-length picture of 
Judas, advancing the thesis that Judas was misled by his hatred of the 
Romans into attempting to force Jesus to assert His powers and become a 
real king of the Jews." Bk. Rev. Dig. Fiction. 


Dhammapada. English. By Radhakrishnan, trans. Oxford Univ. Press. 
1950. $2.50. 

"The most popular and influential book of the Buddhist canonical litera- 
ture is offered as a small contribution to world understanding." 294.3 


Eastman, Fred, ed. One-act plays of spiritual power. Walter Baker. 
1948. $3. 

"All the plays are related to the central problem of how, in order to 
survive in the Atomic Age, our choice is between brotherhood and chaos-- 
one world or none." 812.08 


Everett, J.R. Religion in human experience; an introduction. Holt. 
1950. $5. 
"This book gives the background information necessary for an informal 
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view of the nature and function of religion. The author treats mainly 
those that are distinctly different and of contemporary importance-—- 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, and Christianity." 290 


Gant, W.J. Moffatt Bible concordance; a complete concordance to: The 
Bible, a new translation by James Moffatt. Harper. 1950. $6. 220.2 


Gebhard, A.L. Parsonage doorway. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 1950. $1.75. 
"Bverything the Gebhards do is an adventure in living and learning and 
doing. They meet situations with ingenuity, humor, and an appreciation 
of true values." Chicago Sunday Tribune. 253 


Goodspeed, E.J. A life of Jesus. Harper. 1950. $3. 

"It is a wonderful thing to find a life of Jesus which combines literary 
charm, critical integrity, and true religious fervor. Dr. Goodspeed has 
given us the book for which we have been waiting." Chicago Sunday Trib. 
(In Bookmark, Jan, '51.) 232.9 


Heschel, A.J. Man is not alone; a philosophy of religion. Farrar. 
1951. $3.75. 
"A reverent and beautifully written book." (In Bookmark, May '51.) 201 


Jenkins, S.L. The brand new parson. Crowell. 1951. $3. 
The story of the first year in a young Methodist minister's career in a 
small southern town in the 1900s. Fiction. 


Kossak-Szezucka, Zofia. The covenant; a novel of the life of Abraham 
the Prophet. Roy. 1951. $3.50. Fiction. 


Lantz, J.B., ed. Stories of Christian living. Association Press. 

1950. $2.50. 

Eighteen modern short stories selected from secular and church magazines. 
Fiction. 


Marshall, Catherine. A man called Peter. McGraw-Hill. 1951. $3.50. 
"This is the life story of the late Dr. Peter Marshall who was the pastor 
of the New York Presbyterian Church of Washington and Chaplain of the 
United States Senate." Some of his most outstanding sermons were pub- 
lished under the title, Mr. Jones, meet the Master. Biog. 
(In Bookmark, Nov. '51.) 


Miller, R.C. Religion makes sense. Wilcox & Follett. 1950. $3. 
"This volume is largely based on the Book of Common Prayer, but is by 

no means useful only to Episcopalians... The author approaches the great 
themes of Christianity with clarity and the feeling of simplicity, from 
the point of view of the troubled or perplexed individual who needs 
help." 230 


Newman, Mrs Daisy. Diligence in love. Doubleday. 1951. $2.75. 

"The story of the spiritual regeneration of a New York city advertising 
woman. Vaughan Hill goes to a Rhode Island Quaker community in search 
of historical material for some advertising copy. Her kindly reception 
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by the Quakers touches her deeply and in time she brings her whole family 
to the little New England town." - Fiction. 
(In Bookmark, Apr. '51.) 


Norway, N.S. Round the bend. Morrow. 1951. $3.50. 

"The story of a skilled Asiatic aeroplane mechanic, who by his uncon- 
scious example, set a pattern of 'a way of life that brings men to wor- 
ship through work", Library journal. (In Bookmark, Apr. '51). Fiction. 


Peyton, P.J. The ear of God. Doubleday. 1951. $2.75. 

"The family that prays together, stays together. Restore to the family 
its religious soul and you enrich the country, you strengthen civiliza- 
tion. If enough families pray, they can save the world... This is the 

theme of the Family Rosary Crusade... and the theme of this book." 249 


Sanford, Agnes. Oh, watchman! Lippincott. 1951. $2.75. 

This is a novel by the author of The healing light. "Tim Lawrence was 
just out of a veterans' hospital, where he had been for months. On the 
night of his return he went to a dance without his brace, fell and broke 
his leg again. Then he was back in the hospital again, this time with 
his morale in bad shape. The story is of his recovery through the love 
of a nurse, and the help of a visiting Gray Iedy." Bk. Rev. Dig. 
Fiction. 


Selvey, Mrs V.F. And my high tower. Doubleday. 1951. $2. 

"The experiences of the author and her husband who found an answer to 
their marital difficulties and personal unhappiness in religion, with 
John Selvey, the husband, eventually becoming a minister, himself." 
Pub. Weekly. 248 


Stamm, F.K. If this be religion -- Day. 1950. $1.75. 

"A challenge to organized religion and to the mercenary, socially proper 
and religiously questionable layman, by a sincere, experienced minister 
who is seriously concerned by the poles of apathy and interference in 
the church." 260 


Stinetorf, L.A. White Witch Doctor. Westminster Press. 1950. $3. 
A novel describing the life of an American medical missionary in the 
Belgian Congo. (In Bookmark, Oct. '50). Fiction 


Street, J.H. The high calling. Doubleday. 1951. $3. 

In this sequel to The gauntlet, the hero, London Wingo, returns twenty 
years later to the town which had been his first pastorate. (In Book- 
mark, July '51.) Fiction. 


Thomas, G.E, Faith can master fear. Revell. 1950. $2. 

"The author discusses the various fears modern man is afflicted with —- 
fear of the future, fear of insecurity, fear of loneliness, fear of death, 
etc. -- and shows how faith in Christianity can help him. (In Bookmark, 
Feb. '51.) Bk. Rev. Dig. 248 


Thurman, Howard. Deep is the hunger; meditations for apostles of sen- 
sitiveness. Harper. 1951. $2.50. 

"This contains brief meditations for the calendar of the Sunday services 
at the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples, San Francisco," Pub. 
Wkly. 242 
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ALCL /V / 
ACC LI I/ ONG 


A Selected List Prepared by 
Evelyn E. Nelson, Reference and Sarah J. Schenck, Order Sections 


These titles of general interest, which the smaller library may 
not have purchased, can be borrowed from the New York State Library. 
Please use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


ART 


Bond, Fred. Making better color slides. San Francisco. Camera Craft 
Pub. Co. 1951. 2v. 778.6 B7llm 
Gauguin, Paul. Gauguin (1848-1903). With an introd. and notes by 
Herbert Read. Pitman. 1951. 24p. (Pitman gallery). 
759.4 qG26r28 
Knoll Associates, inc. Knoll index of designs. N.Y. c.1950. 79p. 
749 qk93 
Robb, D. M. The Harper history of painting: the occidental tradition. 
Harper. 1951. 1006p. 759 R631 
Swift, E. H. Roman sources of Christian art. Columbia Univ. Press. 
1951. 248p. 723.1 q8977 


BIOGRAPHY 


Baym, M. I. The French education of Henry Adams. Columbia Univ. 
Press. 1951. 358p. 818.4 A22Ab 
Beaulac, W. L. Career ambassador. Macmillan. 1951. 262p. 
973.9109 B377b 
Bunin, I. A. Memories and portraits; translated by Vera Traill and 
Robin Chancellor. Doubleday. 1951. 217p. 891.78 BO42at 
Mill, J. S. John Stuart Mill and Harriet Taylor; their correspondence 
ci. e. friendship, and subsequent marriage, by F. A. Hayek. Univ. 
of Chicago Press. 1951.  %320p. 192.7 Bh 


ECONOMICS & FINANCE 


Baumol, W. J. Economic dynamics, an introduction; with a contribution 
by Ralph Turvey. Macmillan. 1951. 262p. 330.1 B348 
Cook, F. H. Principles of business and the Federal law. Macmillan. 
1951. 563p. 347.7 C771 

Dean, Joel. Capital budgeting; top-management policy on plant, equip- 

ment, and product development. Columbia Univ. Press. 1951. 174p. 
658.14 D281 

Katona, George. Psychological analysis of economic behavior. McGraw- 
Hill. 1951. 347?p. 330.1915 x19 
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Prochnow, H. V., ed. American financial institutions. Contributing 
authors: Douglas H. Bellemore ; and others7. Prentice-Hall. 1951. 
799p. 332 P963 

Schuyler, Lambert. lay the axe to the roots. Winslow, Wash. Heron. 
House. 1951. 242p. 335 $398 


FOR THE HISTORIAN 


Blum, J. M. Joe Tumulty and the Wilson era. Houghton. 1951. 337p. 

Based on the author's thesis: Tumulty and the Wilson era.973.9109 T925b 
Bullard, Sir R. W. Britain and the Middle East from the earliest times 

to 1950. Hutchinson's Univ. Library. 1951. 195p. 956 3935 
Miller, A. J. The West of Alfred Jacob Miller (1837)...with an account 

of the artist by Marvin C. Ross. Univ. of Oklahoma Press. 1951. 

200p. 751.42 qM647 
Pendleton, BE. H. Brian Pendleton and his Massachusetts, 1634-1681. 

c South Orange? N.J. 1951y. 259p. 973.209 P398p 


THE GARDEN 


Bailey, S. F. Handbook of agricultural pest control, by Stanley F. 
Bailey and Leslie M. Smith. Industry Publications. 1951. 19lp. 
632.95 B156 
Martin, A. C. American wildlife & plants, a guide to wildlife food 
habits...pbyq Alexander C. Martin, Herbert S. Zim pand3 Arnold L, 
Nelson. McGraw-Hill. 1951. 500p. 591.53 M379 
Slosson, Elvenia, comp. Pioneer American gardening. Coward-McCann. 


1951.  306p. 635.90973 S634 
HATS & SHOES 


Collins, W. S. The complete book of home millinery. Funk & Wagnalls. 
1951. 108p. 646.54 C713 

Gill, W. E. The shoeman's manual. Camden, Me. c. 1951. 96p. 
685.3 G475 


LITERATURE 


Clifford, J. L. Johnsonian studies, 1887-1950; a survey and bibliog- 
raphy. Univ.of Minnesota Press. 1951. 1440p. 012 J68c 
Mill, J. S. On Bentham and Coleridge. N.Y. G. W. Stewart. 1951. 
168p. 192.9 BY76Am 
Rollins, H. E., ed. Keats and the Bostonians... by Hyder Edward Rollins 
and Stephen Maxfield Parrish. Harvard Univ. Press. 1951. 209. 
821.78 Gr 


PHILOSOPHY 


Holloway, John. Language and intelligence. Macmillan. 1951. 192p. 
153 H? 


Siwek, Paul. The philosophy of evil. Ronald. 1951.  226p. 
111.84 $624 
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A Selected List from New York State 
Prepared by Ethel Lansing, Gift and FNxchange Section 


AUDIT AND CONTROL, DEPT. OF. Division of municipal affairs. Special 
report on municipal affairs by the state comptroller transmitted to 
the legislature March 14, 1950. 1950. 345p. (Legis Doc 1950 no. 81) 


CIVIL DEFENSE COMMISSION. Home food reserves in target areas. (1951) 
4p. (Bulletin for directors no. 46, October 10, 1951) 


___ Radio and television operations.(1951) 4p. (Regulation no. 8, 
revised September 30, 1951) 


__. Standard operating procedure for message centers at control centers 
and aid check points.(1951) llp. (Information circular for 
directors no. 28, October 11, 1951) 


____ Transportation service (Motor transport division). (1951) 12p. and 
2 charts. (Information circular for directors no. 27, October 4, 
1951) 


CIVIL SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Classification and compensation plan and 
salary schedules, September 1, 1951. (1951) 194p. 


COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. New York State business facts; Binghamton area. 
(1951) 1p. 


___ New York State business facts; Elmira area. (1951) llp. 


New York State business facts; Mid-Hudson area. (1951) llp. 


IZ New York State business facts; Nassau-Suffolk district. (1951) 1llp. 


New York State business facts; Niagara frontier. (1951) llp. 


New York State business facts; Northern area. (1951) 1llp. 


New York State business facts; Rochester area. (1951) llp. 


New York State business facts; Southwest gateway. (1951) llp. 


New York State business facts; Syracuse area. (1951) llp 
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EDUCATION DEPT. Guidance materials for teachers and school adminis- 
y  trators; a supplement to the 1950 guidance bibliography. (1951) 6p. 
Mimeo. 


EDUCATION DEPT. School census and attendance practices in upstate New 
York and suggestions for their improvement by Robert A. Van Auken, 
Research associate. (1951) 85p. (University of the state of New York 
bulletin no. 1399, September 1951) 

4Z. A selected bibliography for teachers and school administrators; 
administration and supervision; also teaching methods. (1951) 6p. 
Mimeo. 

Basic skills. (1951) 4p. Mimeo. 
Citizenship training. (1951) 7p. Mimeo. 
___ Common learnings. (1951) 8p. Mimeo. 
Effective offerings. (1951) 3p. Mimeo. 
Z_ The gifted child; in the secondary school. (1951) 4p. Mimeo. 
yw Guidance. (1951) 10p. Mimeo. 
Industrial arts and home economics. (1951) 6p. Mimeo. 


_W Readjustment of high school education. (1951) 7p. Mimeo. 


(Reprinted from the Bulletin to the Schools, September 1950) 


__ _v& The slow learner (in the secondary school). (1951) 6p. Mimeo. 


___ Use of community resources. (1951) 6p. Mimeo. 


ee ee 


__. _Vv Vocational education. (1951) 8p. Mimeo. 


___ Work experience. (1951) 4p. Mimeo. 


___. Division of archives and history. The papers of Sir William Johnson, 
Vol. X. (1951) 998p. 
Y_ Division of pupil personnel services. Bureau of guidance. Bureau 


for handicapped children. Educational services for handicapped 
children. C1951) 3p. 


GOVERNOR. The cemetery; a public problem. (1951) 29p. (Special message 
to the Governor to the Legislature based on Report of the Hon. Nathan- 
iel L. Goldstein, Attorney General, to the Governor, February 1949) 


INTERSTATE COOPERATION, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report of the 
special committee on pollution abatement...1951. 1951. 10lp. 
(Legis Doc 1951 no. 69) 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Public work in the state of New York; excerpts of laws, 
rules and regulations. (1951) 3lp. 
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___. Supplement to the New York State labor law with amendments and anno- 
tations to June 1, 1951. (1951) 66p. 


LABOR, DEPT. OF. Division of research and statistics. Day care centers 
in New York State. (1951) llp. Mimeo. (Special Labor News Memoran- 
dum no. 31, October 8, 1951) 


NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM. Museum guide leaflet, no. 1. (1951) 5p. 


NEW YORK STATE THRUWAY AUTHORITY. Forging ahead on the New York State 
thruway, summer, 1951. (1951) 


PUBLIC SERVICE, DEPT. OF. Annual report...Public Service Commission for 
the year ended December 31, 1948. Vol. II. 


STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell university, Ithaca. Culinary herbs 
by W. C. Muenscher, Myron A. Rice, and Babette I. Brown. (1951) 14p. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 841, October 1951) 


___. Department of agricultural economics. New York State's cooperative 
approach to private forest management; a study of the New York State 
forest practice act in operation by Charles P. Mead. (1951) 66p. 
(A.B. 780, August 1951) 


___. ___ A study of the relative merits of pen type and stanchion type 
dairy stables; a preliminary report of Cornell university agricultural 
experiment station research and marketing project no. 32 prepared by 
L.L.Boyn and Lewis E. Clark. (1951) 47p. (A.E. 781, October 1951) 


STATE COLLEGE OF FORESTRY, Syracuse. Moon Memorial Library. Wood and 
war; a selected list of references compiled by Lois E. Potter, May 
1951. (1951) 25p. Mimeo. 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell universit Ithaca. Dresser 
drawer storage by L. Leola Cooper. (1951) 4p. (Cornell extension 
bulletin 839, September 1951) 


STATE SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL AND LABOR RELATIONS, Cornell university, Ithaca. 
Economic security; a study of community needs and resources by John W. 
— and Robert Risley. (1951) 79p. (Bulletin no. 18, July 
1951 


STATE TAX COMMISSION. Annual report...1949-1950. 1951. 89p. 
(Legis Doc 1950 no. 89) (Part I of the annual report of the Department 
of Taxation and Finance) 


Research and statistics. The New York state and local tax system,1951l. 
1951) 31lp. 


UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK. Fanatics for freedom by Samuel Flagg 
V Bemis. (1951) 10p. (Reprint of an address delivered at the eighty- 
fourth _—— of the University of the state of New York, October 
20, 1950 


_V. Program Eighty-fifth convocation of the Board of Regents of the Uni- 
versity of the state of New York, Friday, October 26, 1951. (1951) ?p. 
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Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Marion H. Vedder 
Library Extension 


Albany County. The Pine Hills Branch of the Albany Public Library was 
re-opened recently in new quarters. Jean Cameron is branch librar- 
ian. Delaware Avenue Branch which was temporarily closed following 
the resignation of the librarian has been completely redecorated. 
Mary E, Baker, formerly of the Syracuse Public Library staff, is 
the new branch librarian. 


Allegany County. A fund to secure a 16 mm. motion picture projector for 
the David A. Howe Public Library of Wellsville was established re- 
cently by the Monday Club. Voting to start the fund with $50, the 
club members then gave an additional $10 as a memorial to Mrs. Lillian 
Barnes, past president and honorary member of the Monday Club. 

Community service of an unusual kind is rendered by the David A. 
Howe Public Library of Wellsville in its housing of the Red Cross 
Blood Bank on its periodic visits to town. Recently more than 200 
pints of blood were obtained in one day, with the Blood Bank operat- 
ing in the Exhibition Room of the library. 

The library also turns over the dressing rooms of its Auditorium 
several times each month for public health clinics conducted by the 
Allegany County Public Health service. 


Broome County. The Binghamton Public Library held open house in 
observance of Library Day on October 4. Exhibits featured the 
American Heritage theme and best sellers from 1874 to 1950. The 
librarian, Helen A, Stratton, also gave a short broadcast on 
Station WKOP. 


Columbia County. The North Chatham Free Library, one of the smallest 
community libraries in the State, observed the 75th Anniversary of 
the founding of the American Library Association with a reception 
and program in the church parlors. The entire village cooperated. 
Mrs. Susan G, Whitman has been librarian since 1917, two years 
after the library was founded. 


Greene County. The 50th Anniversary of the Catskill Public Library was 
celebrated on October 24 with an Open House in the afternoon and a 
program in the evening. Library history, what was going on in the 
world in 1901, best sellers of 1901 were themes of the talks. Old 
pictures of Catskill were shown on a screen for all to see. Over 
200 people attended. 
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Jefferson County. The Philomathean Free Library at Belleville has re- 
cently been painted cream color with dark red trim. 
An exhibit was arranged by the Flower Memorial Library of Water- 
town in conjunction with the centennial observance of the coming of 
the railroad to Watertown. 


Nassau County. The trustees of the Bryant Library of Roslyn announced 
the appointment of Mrs. E. R. Stabler as librarian. 

Cn October 18, the Nassau County Library Association held an all- 
day institute at the Floral Park Public Library. Mrs. Lena Ruppert 
and Mrs. Mary Nye of the Lynbrook Public Library arranged the pro- 
gram, The morning session was devoted to work with children and 
young people with Mrs. Maud Lovelace and Mrs. Clara Hulton as 
speakers. The American Heritage was the theme of the afternoon, 
developed by means of films, speakers and book reviews. Dr. Lin Yu- 
t'ange spoke in the evening "On the Wisdom of America." 

A building site for the proposed new library has been purchased 
by the Rockville Centre War Memorial Library Association, Inc. 


New York, John Cory, Chief of Circulation Department of the New York 
Public Library, has announced that the Parkchester Sub-branch 
achieved branch status on November 5 when three new staff members, 
more books, a charging machine and additional services were added. 

Elihu Root, jr. has accepted chairmanship of a fund appeal for 
the New York Publie Library. Assisting Mr. Root as chairmen of major 
committees are John Whitney and William B. Given, jr. Twenty-eight 
other chairmen are being appointed to carry the appeal for support 
of the central reference library to business, foundations and indi- 
viduals. 

Mabel Williams retired as superintendent of work with schools, 
New York Public Library, on November l. 

Meeting in the New York Public Library on November 13, librarians 
and other interested staff members from State institutions in the 
metropolitan area held an all-day meeting on Reading Problems. New 
York Public Library staff members who participated were Margaret 
Wohler, Amelia H, Munson and Mrs. Eleanor H. Nave. Dr. Stella S. 
Center and Edna Morgenthaler were the reading specialists who ad- 
vised the group on methods and materials useful in dealing with 
reading problems. 


Onondaga County. The staff of the Syracuse Public Library feel that 
now their library is truly "on the map." Cartoonist Dahl in the 
October 17 issue of the Boston Herald got his inspiration of the day 
from a news item which announced TV programs in the Syracuse Public 
Library. 


Orange County. Chester Free Library celebrated its 50th anniversary on 
October 19 with an open house and short program. A local Drum and 
Bugle Corps of 85 members marched through the streets to the library 
where the entire community gathered for the occasion. 


Orleans County. Open House at the Swan Library of Albion was a gala 
celebration of the 50th anniversary of the founding of the American 
Library Association. Those who attended saw many changes in the 
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library which has been undergoing extensive repaids and reorganiza- 
tion during the year. 

The Community Library in Holley has had an active fall: an 
exhibit in a store window during Membership Drive Week depicted the 
old and new in books; the library has been freshly painted and new 
shelving added; exhibits and lists of books have been prepared for 
Home Bureau and other community groups; nine memorial books have 
been presented to the library. 


Putnam County. Dr. Harvey Swann, who was instrumental in the organiza- 
tion and outstanding development of the Patterson Library Association, 
died on October 18. Mrs. Swann is taking charge of the library for 
the present. 


St. Lawrence County. National Library Day was observed in Gouverneur with 
nearly 100 delegates from various organizations including study clubs, 
service clubs, churches, social study classes, scout troops, patriotic 
organizations and lodges represented. The program featured the pre- 
sentation of a natural wood sign mounted on an iron standard with the 
words "Gouverneur Public Library" in gold leaf, The sign is the gift 
of Mrs. James Papayanakos, trustee of the Gouverneur Library Associ- 
ation. Frank W. Mason,superintendent of the Gouverneur Central School, 
spoke on "American Heritage and the Usefulness of Libraries." A 
citizenship medal and citation from the American Legion Post of Lisbon 
were recently awarded to Esther Smith, librarian of the Hepburn Li- 
brary of Lisbon. The presentation of the citation was made on the 
occasion of the town's 150th anniversary. 

In connection with National Library Day, the Ogdensburg Public 
Library distributed throughout the city specially designed book 
marks containing highlights of the library's history and services. 


Saratoga County. On October 22, the Saratoga Sprines Public Library 
marked its first birthday with a program at the library and a 
birthday cake. Dr. H. Dunham Gunt received a citation for his out- 
standing contribution to the promotion and construction of the li- 
brary. James P. Baxter, president of Williams College, discussed 
publications to keep readers well informed on foreign affairs. 


Suffolk Caunty. The following officers of the Suffolk County Library 
Association were elected at the annual meeting held October 31 in 
Sayville at the Elms Inn: vice-president, Charles F. McDonald of 
the Huntington Public Library; secretary, Cordelia Mitchell of the 

Bay Shore Public Library; and treasurer, Mrs. Clara Allen of the | 
Islip Public Library: president, Sadie Hallock of the Smithtown Library. 


Westchester County. Pauline Moody is the new librarian of the 
Pleasantville Public Library. She replaces Mrs. Evelyn Allen who 
resigned to accept a position as director of the Farmington Public 
Library in Connecticut. 

Mrs. Alice Pifer leach became librarian of the Irvington Public 
Library in September. 
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Edited by S. Gilbert Prentiss, Traveling Libraries 
Dr. Gosnell Reports on UNESCO Conference: 
IMPRESSIONS OF BRAZIL 


Brazil is a very pleasant country, inhabited by a very genial people, 

who are very friendly to the United States, and very much interested in 

us. In a way, my trip there seemed like visiting one vast Rotary Club. I 
went primarily to represent the United States at a conference on the de- 
velopment of public libraries. Here we believe in the public library as 

an important function in the community of free men. It is a place where 
information on all subjects is readily obtainable. Where each can go and 
find out for himself. 


Many Latin Americans admire the excellent public libraries we have 
in the United States, and are trying to get similar ones established in 
their own countries. By helping them to set up such libraries, I believe 
that we will do much for the people of other countries to understand and 
perhaps adopt some of the American way of life. The UNESCO conference wes 
called to bring leading librarians of the Western Hemisphere together to 
exchange ideas, and to see the splendid new 20-story library building in 
the city of Sao Paulo. Over 100 delegates have now returned to their own 
countries, fired with new enthusiasm and new determination, and armed with 
new information and new projects for the spread of knowledge through li- 
braries. 


After the conference, it was my privilege to travel through the 
country, meeting real people in places where tourists seldom go. It was 
my special responsibility to observe the cultural relations work of the 
American embassies and consulates, and to visit the various cultural in- 
stitutes which are supported in part by American taxpayers. Without any 
hesitation whatever, I can assure the taxpayer that he is getting a great 
bargain for his dollar. Our money is being well spent and the return in 
good will is enormous. We are up against some very stiff competition from 
certain other directions, but our representatives, with the magnificent 
help of many friends down there, are more than holding their own. When I 
think of the billions that are spent in advertising smokes and soft drinks, 
I can never understand why so many Americans are so reluctant to spend 
money in telling the story of the American way of life. And when we do 
tell that story, we must remember that the best advertising is not knock- 


ing the other fellow's product, but in advancing the good features of our 
own. 


Economically, Brazil is a country of vast undeveloped resources, 
and is having a big boom. Travel is by a number of well developed air 
lines.Old narrow gauge railroads are being converted to standard gauge 
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electrified and provided with new steel cars. Highways are being devel- 
oped, improved and paved. The big cities of Sao Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
are having many growing pains, as old one-and two-story buildings are re- 
Placed by reinforced concrete skyscrapers.Brazil is developing a new and 
very interesting style of architecture. Some prices are rather high. A 
scotch and soda will be two dollars and a half, but you can still get a 
cup of coffee or a street car ride for two cents. 


Dewey's birth on December 10 will be marked by observances in many librar- 
ies and by a special week-end observance at the Lake Placid Club beginning 
on Saturday, December 8 and concluding on Monday, December 10. Among the 
participating sroups are the A.L.A., the New York State Library, Amherst 
College, the Library of Congress, the School of Library Service, Columbia 
University, the Spelling Reform Group and the New York State Board of 
Regents. 


Medical Librarians Hear about Certification: Heath Babcock, Assistant 
Medical Librarian, New York State Library, spoke on "Certification of 
Medical Librarians" at the semiannual meeting of the New York Group, Medi- 
cal Library Association, on November 17. Miss Babcock has for three years 
been an active member of a committee of the Medical Library Association 
working on this problem. In 1949 a voluntary certification program in- 
volving minimum standards of education and training was instituted by the 
Association. 


Last Call for Exc e of Library Certificates: Librarians who have not 
exchanged their old type New York State public librarian's certificates 
for the new Public Librarian's Professional Certificate or Certificate of 
Qualification are again reminded that the closing date for such exchanges 
is December 31, 1951. All persons holding professional positions, whether 
part-time or full-time, in public or free association libraries serving a 
population of 5,000 or over are now required to hold either a Public Li- 
brarian's Professional Certificate, Provisional Certificate or Certificate 
of Qualification. Until the December 31 exchange deadline, librarians who 
qualified, prior to October 1, 1950, for the old type Professional Five- 
year, Professional Life or Graduate Library School Life Certificates may 
be issued such a certificate retroactively. This certificate will then be 
exchanged immediately for the new type. 


Rural Adult Education Study: Miss Ruth Warncke visited the State Library 
on November 9 to gather information for the library section of a study of 
adult education in rural communities, sponsored by the Ford Foundation. 
Miss Warnecke, whose address is Department of Sociology, Michigan State 
College, East Lansing, Michigan, is especially interested in hearing of 
library adult education programs in the fields of international understand- 
ing, democracy and the economic foundations of society. It is expected 
that the study will be completed by the end of the year. 


Christmas Books Offered: Traveling Libraries has an extensive collection 
of Christmas stories, plays and poetry available for lending to public li- 
braries and other interested groups. Requests should specify the type of 
material that is wanted. 


The Bookmark ~75- December, 1951 





Blind Library Receives Gift: A gift of $70, donated by the Ladies' Auxil- 
iary of the New York Letter Carriers' Association, has recently been accep- 
ted by Mrs. Margaret Halm, librarian of the New York State Library for the 
Blind, who transmitted the money to the Reader's Digest Fund for the Blind. 
The money will provide additional subscriptions to the recorded Reader's 
Digest for circulation by the Blind Library. 


Italian Librarian Visits State Library: Dr. Emma Pirani, Director of the 
Estense Library in Modena, Italy, and Superintendent of Book Service in 
the Compartimento of Emilia, spent October 23 and 24 on a visit to the 
New York State Library. The Biblioteca Estense was founded in 1393 and 
contains over 1,600 incunabula as well as an outstanding collection of 
miniatures. Miss Pirani was especially interested in studying the workings 
of the Traveling Libraries Section with a view to the possible formation 
of a similar service in Emelia. This would augment the present volunteer 
library services to over 3 million persons living in an area of 7,967 
square miles. 


Librarian from Germany to Visit: Dr. Friedrich Kreysler, librarian of 
the Public Library of Bochum, Germany, will visit the New York State Li- 
brary from December 10-13 under the auspices of the U.S. Department of 
State's Exchange of Persons Program. Dr. Kreysler received his library 
training in Prague and was formerly Chief of the Public Library at 
Reichenberg, Bohemia. While visiting the New York State Library. Dr. 
Kreysler expects to study public relations, public library economic and 
administrative problems and regional services, all of which are partic- 
ularly pertinent to his present position as administrator of a central 
library giving both reference and circulation services through eight 
branch libraries. 


Greetings of the season and good wishes 
to all Bookmark readers. 


x» e£* & © 2 & & 


The Bookmark December, 1951 











The Librarian as Interpreter 


This month's editorial on the value of discussion 
groups raises such questions as: What is the librar- 
ian's obligation to stimulate reading in his community? 
To what extent is he responsible for promoting interna- 
tional understanding? How can he prove best as leader 
in interpreting democracy and the world of books to the 
people whom he serves? 


The public library is in itself an opportunity to 

learn. Out of the abundance of today's publishing, it 

is the librarian's province to select those books which 
give historic perspective, reflect contemporary life, 
enlarge experience, deepen insight, provide information 
and convey relaxation. There is the practical consider- 
ation of the library's book budget. This must be shrewd- 
ly expended to answer the needs of the majority of read- 
ers. The library's users must be known so that the in- 
terests of both adults and children may be satisfied. 


In addition to the book stock, which acts as a si- 
lent invitation to read, and book exhibits, which add 
another step in inducement, the librarian can assume 
the initiative by leading discussion groups and by shar- 
ing reading discoveries and enthusiasms through book 
talk. Acting as middleman between publisher and public, 
he can interpret each season's output to the prospec- 
tive reader. Anyone who has taken time on his free eve- 
nings to talk of books or direct discussion groups knows 
the rewards of contributing in his special field. People 
are grateful for lists and emphasis to guide them in 
their reading. 


Books are the common medium for all who have learned 
to read. They are available without charge in our public 
libraries. Just as the musician studies and plays the 
works of composers, new and old, the librarian must in- 
terpret books and make them known. 








